ARGUMENT AGAINST PROPOSTION._ SO

THIS BALLOT MEASURE IS A DISHONEST TRICK BY THE SACRAMENTO

POLITICIANS

The official title of Proposition 58 is "English Language Education." But it
aétually REPEALS the requirement the children be taught English in California
public schools. It's all a trick by the Sacramento politicians to fool the voters,
who overwhelmingly passed Proposition 227, the "English for the Children”

initiative in 1998.

The worst part of Proposition 58 is hidden away in Section 8, which REPEALS
all restrictions on the California Legislature to make future changes. This would
allow the Legislature to reestablish SPANISH—ALMOST-ONLY instruction in the
public schools by a simple majority vote, once again forcing Latino children into

those classes against their parents' wishes, !

Teaching English in our public schools is overwhelmingly supported by
California parents, whether immigrants or non-immigrants, Latinos or Anglos,
Asians or Blacks. That's why the politicians are trying to TRICK the voters by

using a DECEPTIVE TITLE,

VOTE NO AND KEEP "ENGLISH FOR THE CHILDREN"---I'T WORKS!

For decades, millions of Latino children were FORCED INTO SPANISH-
ALMOST-ONLY CLASSES dishonestly called "bilingual education." It was an
educational disaster and never worked. Many Latinos never learned how to read,
write, or even speak English propetly, |
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But in 1998, California voters overwhelmingly passed Prop. 227---the "English
for the Children" initiative---providing sheltered English immersion to immigrant

students and requiring that they be taught English as soon as they started school,

Jaime Escalante of Stand and Deliver fame, one of America's most successful
teachers led the Prop. 227 campaign as Honorary Chairman, rescuing California

Latinos from the Spanish-only educational ghetto.

It worked! Within four years the test scores of over a million immigrant students

in California increased by 30%, 50%, or even 100%.

All the major newspapers, even the national New York Times, declared the new

English immersion system a huge educational success,

The founding president of the California Association of Bilingual Educators
announced that he'd been wrong about bilingual education for thirty years and

became a leading national advocate for English immersion.

Since "English for the Children" passed, there has been a huge increase in the
number of Latinos scoring high enough to gain admission to the prestigious

University of California system.,

Prop. 227 worked so well in California schools that the whole issue was forgotten
by almost everyone except the bilingual education activists, Now they're trying to
trick the voters into allowing the RESTORATION OF MANDATORY

SPANISH-ALMOST-ONLY CLASSES.
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Vote NO, keep "English for the Children," and protect Jaime Escalante's educational

legacy for California's immigrant schoolchildren,

For more information, visit our website at www.KeepLEnglish.org

RON UNZ
Chairman :
English for the Children

KENNETH A. NOONAN
Founding President
The California Association of Bilingual Educators
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